

	What did “community” look like at the Lucy Simms School? 

	C3 Framework Standard
	D4.2.9-12. Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear or non-linear), examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its purpose (e.g., cause and effect, chronological, procedural, technical).


The Lucy F. Simms School brought African American students from the Shenandoah Valley together to educate and empower them. In recollections from community members, as well as from documentary evidence from the time, the people at Simms built a thriving community in the surrounding Newtown neighborhood and surrounding area. While segregation undoubtedly played a part in the development of the community, the Simms School offered a range of athletic and social events to their students. Using oral history interviews conducted by RCPS students and photographs from the Celebrating Simms archive, students will examine the community at Simms. 
	Featured Sources

	Source A: In-School Activities - Theater and Band
Source B: Extracurriculars and Community Events - Sports and Dances
Source C: May Day



	Formative Performance Tasks 
	
	Teacher Guidance

	1. COLLABORATE: Through source analysis, students will examine the sources and complete the organizers together. 

2. PRODUCE: Using the Celebrating Simms site, students should locate and identify three more pieces of evidence that show some aspect of the community at Simms. 
. 
3. DELIBERATE: Students will identify the positive aspects of the community, but will also discuss the effects segregation may have had in denying community members the same opportunities and advancements. 
	
	Students start by drawing a picture of what their own personal community looks like. This will initiate a discussion about community and the various aspects that make up a community. Students will then apply some of those pre-conceived ideas into what makes up a school community and, more specifically, how the people at the Lucy Simms School formed their community. 
From there, students should view each set of sources and answer the questions on the organizer. This can be done in a jigsaw format or with students going through each source set. It is also recommended, whenever possible, that teachers and students listen to the oral history excerpts to hear the narrators describe their community. 
After reviewing the sources and checking for comprehension, students should locate and identify three additional pieces of evidence that depict an aspect of the Simms school community by utilizing the archive of resources from the Celebrating Simms site, both in pictures and oral history interviews. These can be shared and examples presented to the class from small groups or between small groups in whatever format the teacher thinks is appropriate. Finally, students should compose a short narrative that describes the community at the Simms school. 



